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I would like to warmly thank the Council of Europe and the Permanent Mission of 

France to the UN for organizing this event and all panellists for their vigorous 

remarks. I wish also to thank for the opportunity to offer Italy’s perspective on the 

Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against 

Women and Domestic Violence. 

 

There is no doubt that still today too many women all over the world are victims of 

physical, psychological, sexual and economic violence, and Italy is no exception. 

 

In recent years and in the wake of European and international guidelines, Italy has 

introduced significant amendments to its legislation protecting women victims of 

violence. But further efforts are needed to reduce the gap between norms and 

behavior, and to ensure equal opportunities, for girls and boys, for women and men. 

 

The Istanbul Convention is a very  important step forward in this direction. I am 

proud to say that on behalf of the Italian Government  I  have personally signed the 

Convention in Strasbourg on 27 September 2012. This has been one of the brightest 

moments during my ministerial mandate. The Council of Ministers has ratified it on 

11 December 2012 and it is now up to the new legislature to finish what our 

Government started.  

 

Although many of the offenses identified in the Convention are already 

addressed in Italy's legal system, such as female genital mutilation and stalking, 

my hope and wish is that Parliament will ratify it unanimously and quickly. 

 



There are many reasons why I strongly support the ratification. 

It is the first international legal instrument that – while defining violence against 

women as a serious violation of human rights – also lays down specific measures

 

 to 

prevent and contrast violence against women.  

It is legally binding and open to all countries in the world, which makes it a 

document with global value

I am firmly convinced that the Ratification of the Convention will help ensure that 

human diversities are no ground for discrimination, and promote wider and more 

profound respect for human rights.  

 that addresses the full complexity of violence against 

women.  

 

I particularly commend the provisions concerning violence prevention. When 

implemented, they will result in specific actions to change the negative attitudes and 

stereotypes justifying violence against women. They will also raise public awareness 

of the many different forms of violence and their traumatic impact. Protection 

measures, such as the creation of services providing medical and psychological 

support, legal counselling and housing for victims and their children, are also given 

an important place, as well as recognition of the need to provide the victims with job 

opportunities that help them to lead an independent life. I could not agree more that 

law enforcement agencies should respond immediately to assistance needs and 

manage dangerous situations appropriately. 

 

Finally, We all know that Violence against women deprives victims of their dignity. 

We must take action. The Istanbul Convention is a strong initiative that can really 

change the world, and my country is strongly committed to this goal.     

Thank you for your attention. 
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