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Mr. Chair,  

 

Thank you for giving the opportunity to present a brief overview of the Italian 

Government’s most important recent initiatives to prevent and combat violence 

against women.  

 

Let me begin with a personal conviction: to develop effective policies, we need 

comprehensive data on the root causes, consequences and assistance to victims of 

gender-based violence. We need reliable statistics in order to draw an accurate picture 

of this complex phenomenon. 

 

As far as Italy is concerned, in 2012, 124 women were killed. We also know that in 

70% of the cases these crimes have been committed by partners or relatives. 

However, this figure alone may be just the tip of the iceberg, as violence is also a 

hidden phenomenon that is extremely common but highly under-reported. In 

fact, many women do not report violence to the police out of fear or shame, or simply 

because they do not recognize certain actions as violence being done to them and 

consider humiliation and harassment to be a normal condition. To better understand 

violence and identify the most appropriate tools to curb it, we need not only 

quantitative data – on the number of women who report violence, the many 

different types of committed crimes, the number of final convictions, and the main 

features of domestic violence perpetrators – but also better qualitative data on the 

backgrounds and stories of abused women as well as the way violence is perpetrated. 

 

So we need to improve our statistics in order to capture the complexity and 

heterogeneity of this phenomenon. Therefore, together with the Department for Equal 



Opportunities of the Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers, I have decided to 

sign a new agreement with our National Statistical Institute to conduct the 

second national survey on women’s safety. 

Six years since the publication of the first survey, this new study will provide us with 

updated data on gender-based violence, physical and sexual violence, stalking, 

different ways in which violence is perpetrated, and consequences and risk factors, 

with a particular focus on intimate partner violence (psychological, economic, 

physical and sexual) and changes in violent behaviour over time. 

 

All actions to prevent and combat violence against women and girls should 

involve the cooperation of all public entities, particularly law enforcement agencies 

and the justice system. To this end, the Department for Equal Opportunities has 

signed a new agreement with the Carabinieri Corps for the regular collection of 

statistical data into a database that will enable the Department to accurately monitor 

the services provided through the 1522 helpline. The helpline is active throughout 

Italy 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Training courses are also being provided to 

police forces in order to increaser their comprehension of the victims suffering, 

attitudes and difficulties. In addition, a training project for law enforcement agencies 

is now being implemented and a multidisciplinary training course has been organized 

for young lawyers living in Southern Italy interested in receiving professional 

certification in fields related to all forms of violence against women. 

 

The education system’s essential role in preventing violence against women is 

particularly worth mentioning. According to an agreement I have recently renewed 

with the Italian Minister of Education, University and Research, every year in 

October we organize a “Week against violence and discrimination” in all Italian 

schools. During this week, Italian students participate in activities to increase public 

awareness on compliance with the law and respect for diversity. An information 

campaign has been conducted to promote awareness of the 1522 helpline number. 



Finally, a short film on violence against women was broadcast nationwide on the 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women with a large impact 

on the public opinion. 

 

I can conclude saying that much has been done, but there is no room for 

complacency. Much more is still to be done in order to stop and eradicate this 

horrific phenomenon, especially in order to remove the cultural factors that underlie 

violence against women. Unless we don not act with strong determination and unity 

of intent, it will be a long-term task. However, our consciences may not rest until 

violence on women becomes a rare exception and not the norm.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 


