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SPEECH BY MINISTER FORNERO AT THE HIGH-LEVEL ROUND TABLE - 56TH SESSION OF THE 
COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW) - 27TH FEBRUARY 2012 

 

The Empowerment of Rural Women and their Role in Poverty and Hunger Eradication, 
Development and Current Challenges 

 

 

Dear Chair, 

Dear Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

1. The main features of the Italian agricultural sector are similar to those of other developed 
countries: a modern, capital-intensive organization, with an important presence of “new” 
activities such as intensive green production and biological agriculture, educational farms, 
social agricultural projects as well as connected activities such as agro-tourism.  

2. Like in other developed countries, agriculture’s share in GDP follows a shrinking secular 
trend. Agriculture accounts for approximately 5 per cent of total employment; women 
account for approximately 40 per cent of agricultural employment and play a very active 
role. One farm – or other agricultural firm – in three is managed by women.  

3. In spite of this overall modern profile, considerable patches of backward agriculture persist 
in the Southern regions. Here considerable numbers of unskilled agricultural workers are to 
be found, very often migrants and often women, in seasonal employment without a 
regular contract. This is creating new forms of poverty and social exclusion and gives Italian 
agriculture a typical dualistic structure.  

4. Extreme rural poverty, experienced up to the first half of last century, is still very much 
present in Italy’s collective memory. This has spurred Italy both to act vigorously against 
internal dualism and to participate in international programs aimed at upgrading the 
agricultural sector in developing countries.  

5. The National Observatory for Female Enterprise and Labour in Agriculture, has significantly 
helped new initiatives by encouraging experiences and spreading knowledge in many 
regions in the South of the country. Its activity confirms the general view that rural 
women’s empowerment does depend both upon the use of financial incentives 
(microcredit), and on the spread of personal and family-supporting services, as well as on 
specific interventions aimed at improving quality of life, education, social culture of a 
community. This view is a guideline of  government action 
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6. Because of the relatively recent experience of rural poverty conditions, we feel that Italy 
may have a “comparative advantage” in cooperation efforts in this field. Programs to 
promote female participation in agricultural entrepreneurship have become a cornerstone 
of the Italian cooperation effort for women’s empowerment in developing countries. This 
is especially true in Sub-Saharan Africa and in countries plagued by internal conflicts, 
where the focus on women’s role in food security, rural development and environmental 
sustainability is a top priority..  

7. In conclusion, allow me to confirm that Italy welcomes the recommendations contained in 
the Report of the Secretary General and is engaged in enhancing the development of 
employment opportunities for women, as well as in protecting their rights.  

 

Thank you.  
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