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Thank you, Mr. President. 

This meeting represents a milestone on the long road toward the affirmation of the rights 

of persons with disabilities. After the 2006 UN Convention on the Rights of  Persons with 

Disabilities, today we are taking an important step toward enshrining these rights in the 

development agenda. Italy has demonstrated its commitment to this process through concrete 

acts, by actively participating in the preparation of the outcome. The international community 

has a unique opportunity to provide concrete guidance that will strengthen the link between 

disability, development and global well being. Our goal must be twofold: to ensure that 

development can benefit persons with disabilities, and to guarantee that persons with disabilities 

can contribute to the development of our economies and societies. 

Let me begin with a harsh reality: inclusiveness today is still unsatisfactory in terms of 

equal opportunities and non-discrimination. There are radical disparities between countries, and 

even the most economically developed countries have failed to address this emergency.  

To eliminate the barriers, obstacles and prejudices that can impede the access of persons 

with disabilities to the job market, full mobility, or opportunities – on a par with their fellow 

citizens – and enable them to contribute to their community and benefit from its activities, it is 

critical that we mainstream disability in every area of society.  

This is why Italy is such a convinced supporter of building an international agenda for 

development in which disability is a strong pillar. The document we are called on to approve 

today provides a crucial reference point that will help us to accelerate achievement of MDGs 

also for the disabled, as well as to frame the discussion of the future development agenda. In this 

context, let me underline that in the report for the Secretary General “An Action Agenda for 

Sustainable Development” prepared by the Leadership Council of the Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network the needs of people with disabilities are explicitly mentioned in the 

framework of priority 4 “Achieve Gender Equality. Social Inclusion and Human Rights for All”. 

But it can only do so if we are serious about translating its commitments into actions.  
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At the national level, in June Italy finalized a two-year plan of action for the promotion of 

the rights and integration of persons with disabilities, to implement the latest national and 

international legislation. It consists of priority action areas including employment and the job 

market, policies for independent living and inclusion in society, and the promotion and 

application of the principles of accessibility and mobility. A leading role in the process was 

played by our National Committee on the Status of Persons with Disabilities, which brings 

together government officials and representatives of associations for the disabled. 

In this framework, Italy is committed to constantly monitor the implementation of the 

Plan in order to fully develop the various initiatives listed into the document. In this regard, I 

would like to recall that the Italian Government recently increased the subsidies to enterprises for 

the recruitment of persons with disabilities and confirmed the obligation for public 

administrations to maintain quotas for persons with disabilities, even during a spending review 

process in the public sector, bearing in mind the principle of the fundamental right to work and 

full inclusion for everyone. 

Italian Development Cooperation has made disability one of its top priorities. Let me give 

you a few examples of good practices: 1) a pilot project in Kosovo to implement the “Kosovo 

Disability Action Plan”; 2) micro-projects financed in ten regions of Tunisia; 3) the 

establishment in Albania of a network of local assisted-living services for the mentally disabled; 

and 4) a program in the Palestinian Territories promoting the psycho-physical well-being and 

protection of children and youths in the south of the Gaza Strip. 

This past June the Ministry of Foreign Affairs also approved the Development 

Cooperation’s Plan of Action on Disabilities. This plan incorporates the 2010 Guidelines to 

mainstream disability in its policies and activities, and was drafted in consultation with civil 

society. It is based on five pillars: 1) Policies, strategies, and instruments for planning and 

monitoring disability policies; 2) Inclusive planning; 3) Accessibility and usability of 

environments, goods and services; 4) Humanitarian aid and emergency situations; and 5) Taking 

stock of the experience and contributions of civil society and businesses. 
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To conclude, it is because of our beliefs and our experiences with the implementation of 

the Convention that we urge the international community to work in close coordination with the 

disabled through their associations. And as we do so, let us always be mindful of the 

fundamental principle enshrined in the slogan, “nothing about us without us.” 
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